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1 PREFACE 

The European Forest Fire Information System (EFFIS) was established with the aim of 

providing harmonised information  on forest fires at the European level. For this purpose 

collaboration with EU Member States and neighbouring countries has been on -going since 

1998. Since then, EFFIS has provided an ideal platform for countries to exchange good 

practices on fire preventi on, fire fighting, restoration practices and other activities related 

to fire management.  

EFFIS is further expanding to other countries with high or increasing fire risk. Since 2011, 

with the support of Silva Mediterranea 1  (FAO) and GIZ 2 , the European Comm ission 

prepared the ground for involving Middle East and North African (MENA) countries in EFFIS 

activities and including them as members of its Expert Group on Forest Fires (EGFF).  

Currently, 38 countries are signed 

up members of the EGFF, including 

24 EU Member States (Austria, 

Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 

Republic, Estonia, Finland, France, 

Germany, Greece, Hungary, 

Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 

Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovak 

Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, 

the Netherlands and the United  

Kingdom), 10 European non -EU 

countries (Albania, Bosnia & 

Herzegovina, FYROM, Kosovo, 

Montenegro, Norway, Russia, 

Serbia, Switzerland and Turkey), 

and 4 MENA countries (Algeria, 

Lebanon, Morocco and Tunisia).  

 

This is the 13 th  issue of the EFFIS annual re port on forest fires, which is now consolidated 

as highly appreciated documentation of the previous year's forest fires, the fire risk 

evolution, the fire danger forecast, fire damage assessments and fire statistics based on 

data provided by the national e xperts. The chapter on national reporting gives an overview 

of the efforts undertaken at national and regional levels, and provides inspiration for 

countries exposed to forest fire risk.  

Also this year we are confident that we will further improve cooperat ion with the members 

of the EGFF especially with regard to fire prevention actions. Our common aim is to 

maintain and protect our landscapes and natural heritage, to avoid loss of human lives and 

to minimise the damage caused to property by uncontrolled fo rest fires.  

 

                                            

 

1 http://www.fao.org/forestry/silvamed/en/   
2 Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit GmbH  

http://www.fao.org/forestry/silvamed/en/















































































































































































































